
MINUTES OF TONTO BASIN FIRE DISTRICT 

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
 Regular Session 

September 18, 2019 
 
Call to Order: This regular session Board Meeting was called to order at 1800 hours by 

Chairman John France at Tonto Basin Fire Station #1, 373 S. Old Highway 188, Tonto Basin, 

AZ. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance: Lead by John France, all present repeated the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Roll Call of Board Members: The following Board Members were present Chairman John 

France, Clerk Debra “Deb” Morris, and Secretary/Treasurer Barbara “Bobbie” Warren. Board 

Member Jim Marriage was absent. 

  

Also, present:  Chief Steven Holt, Stormi Ewing, JR Morris, Peggy and Con Slusher, Randy 

Roberson, Bert Cheney, Tristan McBlane, and Tim Humphreys. Via Skype at Station 6 were Jim 

Lavery and James Moore. 

 

Reading and Approval of the August 21, 2019 Meeting Minutes: Following the review of the 

prior meeting minutes and upon motion to approve the minutes, duly made by Board Member 

Bobbie Warren and 2nd by Board Member Deb Morris; the Meeting Minutes were adopted and 

unanimously approved.  

 

Reports and Correspondence:  The Chief’s Report, as distributed at this meeting, was presented 

by Chief Holt and Peggy Slusher. Discussions ensued on the items as presented.  

Chief Holt presented the financial reports, as follows are 8/31/2019 ending balances: 

 National Bank:   $     9,374.28 

 Warrant Account:  $   85,082.75    

 Capital Reserve Account: $ 417,539.00 

Chief’s Report and Financial Reports were presented to the Board. The Board and Chief Holt 

noted some errors on the performance report: Items 725 & 734. The Board asked Peggy Slusher 

to confirm or correct those items for next meeting. A motion was made to accept the Chief’s 

Report and Financial Reports as presented by Board Member Bobbie Warren and 2nd by Board 

Member Deb Morris, vote was unanimous.  

 

Discussion/Information and Action proceeded regarding Interview Board Applicants and 

Possible Selection of a Candidate to Fulfill the Unexpired Term of Office of Tylor Brunson who 

has Resigned and Appointment of a selected Candidate through December 31, 2020. Due to a 

Board Member and an applicant not being able to attend this meeting the Board felt it was only 

right to postpone decisions until everyone could be present. A motion was made to table this item 

until the next Regular Session by Board Member John France and 2nd by Board Member Bobbie 

Warren, vote was unanimous. Also, due to a conflict with the next meeting and to allow time for 

more applications and a work session the Board would need to move the meeting. A motion was 

made to change the Regular Session Meeting in October from the 16th to the 23rd and the deadline 

for the new applications to be October 9, 2019 by Board Member Bobbie Warren and 2nd by 

Board Member Deb Morris, vote was unanimous. The Board discussed a time for a work session 

to go over applications before next meeting; but it was suggested they wait until Board Member 

Jim Marriage returned to set a date. The Board thanked the applicants for coming and apologized 

for not being able to make a decision at this time. No other action taken.  

 

Discussion/Information and Action proceeded regarding New Fire Station Update. Chief Holt 

stated we sent out the publication for bids on the metal building and that we had received new 

plans for the changes made. Board Member Deb Morris stated that APS needed a load count and 

that they could help with costs of installing electricity to the building. No action taken.  
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Call to the Public:  Supervisor, Tim Humphreys asked to address the Board and the Fire District 

regarding the new fire station and his offer that he made months prior about helping with the 

costs of permits with the county. He also wanted to speak to the Board regarding his experience 

as a general contractor and wanted to have things clarified for future. He also stated he had 

received some confusing emails that he wanted to have clarified as well. He stated when he 

offered to help with permit costs, he didn’t understand that we wouldn’t be building sooner. Also, 

he was concerned that at first glance from the emails it looked as if some things were being done 

before approval by the Board or financing was in place. Mr. Humphreys stated he later found out 

this was not the case and that he had signed for $785.00 available funds for TBFD permit costs. 

He asked the Board and the District that if we ask for these permits to be paid beforehand, that he 

would want to make sure everything was covered before releasing the funds. He offered to do a 

reimbursement of costs for permits instead. Chief Holt apologized for the miscommunication and 

confusion regarding this process. He stated that the land was in our name and the loan had been 

approved before we moved forward with any permits or beginning stages of construction. He also 

stated it would probably be best business practice to pay for the permits ourselves and have Mr. 

Humphreys reimburse the costs. That way Mr. Humphreys could see that all approvals had been 

done prior to us asking for these funds and would cover both parties. Administrative Assistant 

Stormi Ewing asked Mr. Humphreys if the county was wanting every part of construction on the 

building to be approved by the Board and minutes sent to the county. She stated of course the 

Board regarding bids would have to decide and approve such items as the law dictates; but for 

volunteer or donated work or items where the law does not dictate Board approval. Did the 

county want us to have Board approval even though the Board had already approved the project 

as a whole and that every month, we have an update on the progress and decisions made 

regarding construction. She stated that if the county was wanting something more on a particular 

item of construction that they inform us to make sure we get this included in our meetings.  

 

Mr. Con Slusher thanked everyone for all they were doing to help the District. No other 

comments were made.  

 

Adjournment: There being no further business to come before the board meeting, upon a motion 

made by Board Member Deb Morris and 2nd by Board Member John France and was 

unanimously adopted, the meeting adjourned at 1913 hours. 


