
MINUTES OF TONTO BASIN FIRE DISTRICT 

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
 Regular Session 

April 16, 2020 
 
Call to Order: This regular session Board Meeting was called to order at 1502 hours by 

Chairman John France at Tonto Basin Fire Station #1, 373 S. Old Highway 188, Tonto Basin, 

AZ. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance: Lead by John France, all present repeated the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Roll Call of Board Members: The following Board Members were present: Chairman John 

France, Clerk Debra “Deb” Morris, and Board Member Steve Lingenfelter (arrived at 1505) were 

present. Secretary/Treasurer Troy Hvidsten present via telephone. Member Jim Marriage was 

absent.  

  

Also, present:  Chief Steven Holt, Stormi Ewing (left after item 7), Tristan McBlane, Alex 

Gregory, and Brandi Morris. Con and Peggy Slusher present via telephone. Via Skype at Station 

6 were Mike Ciccolini, John Clemonds, and James Moore. 

 

Reading and Approval of the March 31, 2020 Meeting Minutes: Following the review of the 

prior meeting minutes and upon motion to approve the minutes, was duly made by Board 

Member John France and 2nd by Board Member Troy Hvidsten; the Meeting Minutes were 

adopted and unanimously approved. Minutes were reviewed after item 7 due to this item being 

time sensitive and needed to be done first. 

 

Reports and Correspondence:  The Chief’s Report, as distributed at this meeting, was presented 

by Chief Holt. Discussions ensued on the items as presented. Chief Holt and Peggy Slusher 

presented the financial reports, as follows are 3/31/2020 ending balances: 

 National Bank:   $     4,465.10 

 Warrant Account:  $ 317,586.07    

 Capital Reserve Account: $ 304,562.45 

Chief’s Report and Financial Reports were presented after item 7 and the minutes. Both reports 

were presented to the Board; a motion was made to accept the Chief’s Report and Financial 

Reports as presented by Board Member Steve Lingenfelter and 2nd by Board Member Deb 

Morris, vote was unanimous.  

 

Call to the Public Con Slusher made a comment of his appreciation of the new station building.  

 

Discussion/Information and Action proceeded regarding Approval of Certification of the Board 

Resolution #4-16-20 for Pioneer Title Agency, Inc and Escrow Agent for the Acquisition of 

Property. Administrative Assistant explained to the Board that this document was needed from 

the Board to complete the land deal made in previous meeting. This is for the South, Parcel #10 to 

be added to the property where the new station is. Since this deal was done between Tonto Basin 

Fire and two other entities Pioneer Title needs this document to release them from liability on the 

escrow account and contract and is standard practice in these types of arrangements. After the 

Board reviewed the Resolution a motion was made to approve and adopt this resolution as 

presented by Board Member Deb Morris and 2nd by Board Member Troy Hvidsten. Vote was 

unanimous and document was signed by Chairman John France and Clerk Deb Morris. 

Administrative Assistant took this document and all signed contracts and checks for payment to 

Pioneer Title Company at this time.  

 

Discussion/Information and Action proceeded regarding 1st Draft of Proposed Budget for FYR 

2020-2021. Decrease in payroll due to taking worker’s comp out of payroll. At this time, we did 

not have a quote for the new worker’s comp from AFDA. Chief Holt explained how this new 

pool will work and possible cost to us. These documents were given to the Board for review.  
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Incentive Program was increased for night coverage. Everything remained the same except 

adding water and sewer for the new station and was estimated. Chief Holt stated this 1st Draft was 

a “wild ass guess” until things get established at the new station and our quotes come in. Other 

items’ funds were moved around to balance the budget. Total change is an increase of 

$11,710.00. Chief Holt stated he is trying to add Medic coverage at night as well but has not 

added those numbers in yet to see if we can do it. He went on to explain there are items we will 

need to purchase if we can keep them operating and those will be big costs. Assessed value did 

increase slightly and the levy remains the same and the budget will balance with some minor 

changes. Motion was made to accept 1st Draft of the Budget with possible changes to come by 

Board Member John France and 2nd by Board Member Deb Morris, vote was unanimous. Peggy 

Slusher added the timeline that the Budget has to be approved, posted, adopted and to the County 

by July 1; preferred. No later than August 1.  

 

Discussion/Information and Action proceeded regarding Update on New Fire Station-Next 

Stages. Chief Holt stated we are waiting on the Fire Marshalls office for approval and then will 

go back to the County for final approval before we can move forward with the interior 

construction and remaining items to finish the station. Chief Holt stated the complications we are 

having trying to get these approved with the Fire Marshall and had to send plans back to the 

engineer to have plans clarified to meet their requirements. Other discussion was made about 

possibilities for added property, but no action taken.  

 

Discussion/Information and Action proceeded regarding Approval of New Chiefs’ Evaluation 

Form and Set Up Date for Work Session. All members discussed going forward with the new 

form already given. A motion was made to use the new form given in previous meeting and to 

personalize it to the District and use it as our evaluation form by Board Member John France and 

2nd by Board Member Deb Morris. Vote was unanimous and form was given to Administrative 

Assistant Stormi Ewing to be personalized and given to all Board Members for Chiefs’ 

evaluation. After discussion on how all members wanted to proceed and conduct said evaluation 

it was stated they all fill out the forms on their own and come together at a later date to discuss 

the results. Work session to be set up at a later date; yet to be determined.  

 

Call to the Public: Chief Holt addressed the worker’s comp situation and paperwork received 

from AFDA in response to this situation. He stated this will need to be decided by next months 

meeting. Chief Holt stated we could email all members the complete packet given by AFDA on 

this pool for worker’s comp. Other discussion was made by Peggy Slusher and Chief Holt about 

getting supplies online and what is available. Board Member Troy Hvidsten asked about Highway 

88 closure and when it would be opened, and discussion ensued regarding this topic.  

 

Adjournment: There being no further business to come before the board meeting, upon a motion 

made by Board Member Steve Lingenfelter and 2nd by Board Member Deb Morris and was 

unanimously adopted, the meeting adjourned at 1618 hours. 


