
MINUTES OF TONTO BASIN FIRE DISTRICT 

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
 Regular Session 

November 21, 2019 
 
Call to Order: This regular session Board Meeting was called to order at 1500 hours by 

Chairman John France at Tonto Basin Fire Station #1, 373 S. Old Highway 188, Tonto Basin, 

AZ. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance: Lead by Steven Holt, all present repeated the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Roll Call of Board Members: The following Board Members were present Chairman John 

France, Board Member Jim Marriage, and Board Member Steve Lingenfelter. Board Member 

Troy Hvidsten was absent. Clerk Debra “Deb” Morris joined the meeting at 1545 and was present 

for the remainder of the meeting.  

  

Also, present:  Chief Steven Holt, Stormi Ewing, JR Morris, Con and Peggy Slusher, and Pete 

Randall. Via Skype at Station 6 were none. 

 

Reading and Approval of the October 23, 2019 Meeting Minutes: Following the review of the 

prior meeting minutes and upon motion to approve the minutes, was duly made by Board 

Member Jim Marriage and 2nd by Board Member Steve Lingenfelter; the Meeting Minutes were 

adopted and unanimously approved.  

 

Reports and Correspondence:  The Chief’s Report, as distributed at this meeting, was presented 

by Chief Holt and Peggy Slusher. Discussions ensued on the items as presented.  

Chief Holt presented the financial reports, as follows are 10/31/2019 ending balances: 

 National Bank:   $     9,475.51 

 Warrant Account:  $ 389,027.57    

 Capital Reserve Account: $ 318,632.63 

Chief’s Report and Financial Reports were presented to the Board A motion was made to accept 

the Chief’s Report and Financial Reports as presented by Board Member John France and 2nd by 

Board Member Jim Marriage, vote was unanimous.  

 

Discussion and Information proceeded regarding TBFD Christmas Party. Tonto Basin Fires’ 

Christmas Party is set for December 15, 2019 at 5 p.m. 

 

Discussion/Information and Action proceeded regarding Health Insurance Benefits Renewal. 

Board was presented with the health insurance quotes. Chief Holt stated that our current plan is 

EMI and their premium increased less that 1%. He suggested keeping this plan; that it was still 

the best one. A motion was made to accept and keep the EMI plan for health insurance by Board 

Member Steve Lingenfelter and 2nd by Board Member Jim Marriage. Vote was unanimous.  

 

Discussion/Information and Action proceeded regarding Possibly Adding Veteran’s Day as a 

Holiday in Policy Manual. Board Member John France stated he felt we should wait for the 

absent Board Members before voting on this item. A motion to table this item until the next 

meeting was made by Board Member Jim Marriage and 2nd by Board Member Steve Lingenfelter. 

Vote was unanimous.  

 

Discussion/Information and Action proceeded regarding New Fire Station Update; Bidding 

and/or Estimates for Commercial Electrician, Commercial HVAC, Plumbing and Foundation 

work. The Board was presented with some estimates from commercial electricians and some 

other trades. Chief Holt suggested to the Board that we ask for bids on all trades, instead of doing 

them all individually. He stated that it would save time and money and should cover all statutes 

regarding bids.  A motion to go to an all trades bidding process was made by Board Member John 

France and 2nd by Board Member Deb Morris. Vote was unanimous. Chief Holt also presented  
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the Board with an estimate on the appliances for the kitchen. He stated that Home Depot has a 

Black Friday sale for kitchen suites that was great. He also stated he felt it was something we 

shouldn’t pass up and that the department has a Home Depot credit card and could purchase them 

now and would save money later. After much discussion it was stated that this item did not need 

Board approval but that everyone felt it was a great deal and to move forward with the purchase. 

Board Member Deb Morris asked if the posting in the Just For You on the new station had been 

done yet. Chief Holt stated he had not reached out to them, but he would soon. No other action 

was taken.  

 

Call to the Public: Members of the public had commented on their concern of Board Members 

being absent for meetings. It was stated that they understand things arise and a Board Members 

might not be able to attend or that they are allowed to call in. It was stated they felt it didn’t look 

good or wasn’t best practice for new Board Members to be missing a lot of meetings or 

constantly calling in for part of a meeting. They also stated that with the importance of the items 

on the agenda that the Board Members need to be present in the meetings to be able to make the 

best decisions for the department. Administrative Assistant Stormi Ewing stated that she 

understands the concerns, but she also felt that last month there were a lot of meetings and 

changes to meeting days that would be difficult for any member to attend all. She also stated that 

this was the first meeting after the new members took office and to give them a month or so to 

show their commitment to the Board.  

 

Adjournment: There being no further business to come before the board meeting, upon a motion 

made by Board Member John France and 2nd by Board Member Jim Marriage and was 

unanimously adopted, the meeting adjourned at 1622 hours. 


